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Aiming at strengthening relations among Balkan peoples, through artistic and creative photography and on the occasion of Balkan photographers expressing their wish to present their works in our city, the Municipality of Thessaloniki, in cooperation with the Photography Centre of Thessaloniki, is organising a Photography Exhibition, at Vafopoulio Cultural Centre on March 22.

 

Photographers full of love, will, inspiration and deep reflection, succeed in imprinting on photographic paper landscapes and situations, emotions and experiences and present their works regrouped in thematic units, wishing to get acquainted with each other as well as with the public of Thessaloniki. The experiences and works of major artists from the Balkans are the greatest challenge and the most tempting invitation to participate in this photographic journey.

 

The Municipality of Thessaloniki builds on interbalkan cooperation with culture as one of its top priorities, having laid solid foundations of cooperation among major Balkan cities with the establishment of a network with a permanent seat in Thesssaloniki. The Balkan cities are joining the battle towards reconciliation and development with culture at the front line of all our endeavours, our targets and visions and with the confidence that our co-citizens will embrace and support them, that they will join us in a common course of creation and cooperation focusing on people and their quality of life.

 

Photography is an art writing history. The power of pictures, the sensitivity of expression and the photographer’s perspective turn photography into a powerful as well as creative means, where man and the environment can communicate through the uniqueness of the moment, just like it is set and captured by the lens and immortalized on film.

 

This new praiseworthy initiative of the Photography Centre of Thessaloniki, that is bringing to our city the works of a large number of photographers from Balkan countries, contributes to the development of a photographic but hardly “virtual” dialogue. The collections presented in the exhibitions that are being organized, highlight common points in history, culture and every-day life of Balkan peoples, which are points of contact of particular significance for the tense times we are going through.

 

We welcome to Thessaloniki, the hospitable metropolis of the whole Balkan region, over 100 photographers from our neighbouring countries, with feelings of friendship and satisfaction for the work they bring to our city. It is work that proves photographers’ love for their job, their city, their homeland, their fellow man, the fleeting moment.

 

Following the initiative of the Municipality of Thessaloniki on the Major Balkan Cities Network, the Balkans find another means of expression through photography. This is a prelude to the peaceful and creative times ahead of us. Our city, the Municipality, all agents, bodies and citizens support this effort of reconstruction, development and regeneration of the Balkans in practice. Their support is expressed through friendship, cooperation, solidarity, common needs and common visions as they are revealed by the photographic images created by Balkan photographers, hosted in Thessaloniki.
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